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Let those who ride decide.  
Educate, Donõt Legislate! 

WHAT IS ABATE? 
The most current definition of ABATE is  
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education.  
ABATE was originally founded by Lou Kimzey of  
California. The concept has since spread across 
the nation. Most ABATE organizations are run on 
a state level with various chapters or regions  
participating therein. 

GOALS AND PURPOSE OF ABATE. 

¶ To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in 
regards to legislative actions and events around our 
state and throughout our country. 

¶ To become a powerful and viable political force in  
legislative matters concerning all motorcyclist rights. 

¶ To promote voter registration and motivate members 
to write their legislators. 

¶ To promote safe riding habits without infringing on 
the individual rights. 

¶ To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

¶ To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of FLORIDA, 
Inc. on the state and national level. 

HOW DOES ABATE ACCOMPLISH  ITS GOALS? 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. is a non-profit, grassroots political 
corporation composed of local chapters that have been 
organized by motorcyclists, to promote a positive image 
through local, civic, and charitable and benevolent 
causes; pooling resources for the common benefit of the 
members promoting political awareness. ABATE exists to 
monitor legislation and testifies in your behalf during 
Senate and House hearings. ABATE collects, processes, 
and exchanges information that may concern you or 
substantiate our views and places it in your hands 
through a newsletter or by other means. 

WHO CAN JOIN? 

Any individual 18 years of age or older interested in motor-
cycle rights, regardless of their sex, race or club affiliation. 
It does not matter if you ride or what you ride. ABATE en-
sures our option on motorcycle laws will be heard. 
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                 A hardy and sincere thanks goes out to the entire Board of the Gulf Coast Chapter .JOB WELL  

                 DONE!  I am proud to serve the best Chapter in the State of Florida. Each time I have asked for  

                 members to step upéyou have. A tough economy makes it hard to do all that we would like to do.  

                 However, the finances of the Chapter are strong as we move into the New Year. WOW 2010!  There  

                are many things that we want to accomplish in the coming year. Are you up to the challenge? We 

have been having good turn outs for the meetings. We need more attendees this coming year, to be sure we are 

working in everyoneôs best interest. There is a very important Senate race coming up in the future. 

 

The District 1 and District 2 Legislators have termed out and are both running for the District 2 Senate seat. Be 

sure you know how each stands on our issues. We must support the one who supports our needs. 

 

As we move into the New Year, it is essential that we educate ourselves on the issues at hand. Take the time to 

search for and read material on these very important issues. Go to the Legislative Information Center on the 

State website at www.abateflorida.com . 

 

Stiffer Penalties are a passionate issue with our Chapter and the State. Our approach currently is to challenge 

the media and the public to debate this issue. We are doing this by first making sure they are aware that what 

we fight for and against are issues that affect all motor vehicles. We MUST make our Legislators aware that 

we have the power to put them out of office if they abandon us. 

 

Upcoming are several important events. We need you at all of them. February is Bike Week. The State needs 

you to help as a volunteer. The Bike Week Campground raises about 90% of the money the State operates on. 

In April, the Tallahassee Ride on the Capital is essential for us to raise our legislatorsô awareness. In May we 

are teaming up with the Hadji Riders for Pensacolaôs first annual Biker Ball. In June we are host to the State 

meeting. Our Chapter elections are in June. Be ready to step up and make your voice heard as to the members 

you want to serve you in 2010/2011. 

 

In closing I want to wish you all a Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and a very Happy New 

Year. Until next time we meeté.. 

 

Ride safe, free and aware 

Satch 

Vice Presidentõs Report: Walter (Tom) òHugsó Wallen 

                     HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL,I hope the past year was good to you, it sure was to me finding my 

                    daughter and five more grandkids, WOW!!! If you had something good happen to you I would like  

                    to hear about it. 

                    Now, letôs talk about the "Citizen Advisory Board" that most counties have. They deal with such  

                    things as zoning, local planning and tourism, just to name a few. If we could get some of our  

                    members on these boards, we would have an input on county decisions, and we would have a voice 

pertaining to traffic safety problems in both counties. From what I understand, these boards meet once a 

month  for a few hours, so it would not take up much time of our members who sit on these boards, so I'm ask-

ing for feedback on getting involved on these boards. 

Your Brother "Hugs" 

http://www.abateflorida.com/
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Secretaryõs Report: Sandra òDragon Flyó VerCrouse 

                   Meeting called to order at 10:10 am December 20, 2009   

                  American Legion Post 340 Ashland Ave. Pensacola, Florida 

                  Pledge of Allegiance, Moment of Silence 

 

Presidentôs Report: The Toy Run brought several organizations together, raised awareness, and much needed 

funds and gifts for the charities. Thank you to Dream Cycles, Harley Davidson of Pensacola, Hullôs Trikes, 

Renegade, Flying Eagle (our ABATE Chaplain) and the Pensacola Police for their participation, donations and 

service. 

The Christmas party at EJ and Punkinôs was quite fun regardless of the weather and the cancellation of the out-

door entertainment. 

Patches are being made. Orders are being taken, prepayment is acceptable.  

The News Journal came out to the courthouse  Pensacola when we showed our support for the family of a fellow 

biker, ñFrumpyò. 

The Santa Rosa Press Gazette has agreed to allow Satch to write one article a month, to be published in their 

newspaper. 

Year end awards were presented to: ñLarosaò,  Tom ñBagmanò Wilkie, Carol ñShira Tomatoò Mobley, Laura 

ñLittle Chickò Ward, Sandra ñDragonFlyò VerCrouse and ñRoadRashò. 

 

Vice-Presidentôs Report: Please read the report on how to talk to your local representatives. óIt is imperative we 

know what to say when we are expressing our concerns to themô.   

Two of our Duval county brothers joined our chapter. (We can be members of many chapters). 

Thank you to the volunteers, especially JR! 

 

Secretaryôs Report: The minutes for the meeting with the Hadji Shrine were sent to their President and Vice-

President. The Biker Ball is officially in the planning stage. Motion to accept last monthôs minutes by Tina, sec-

onded by Teresa, carried without abstentions or opposition. 

 

 

Treasurerôs Report:  Motion to accept by Rebel, seconded by Teresa, carried without opposition or abstentions.  

  

Membership Report:  354 members! 

 

Sgt.-At-Arms Report:  The Quilt Tina and Squirrel have been working on was presented. Thanks to those that 

joined us at the courthouse. Many citizens asked questions. We were noticed! Thank you to the volunteers at the 

Toy Run, also. Head count: 61 (sticker presented to Satch) 

 

PR/Communications:  There was an article in the Masterlink covering the Toy Run.   

 

Historianôs report: We have a brand new book to go through. Six of the events have been personalized. 

 

Chaplain: No deaths were reported! One biker down: Frank Costello; he is in West Florida Rehab. 

 

MS/AP:  Excused absence  

 

Products:  Excused absence. 

 

 

Continued on page 5 
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Legislative report: Freedom Rights rally in Tallahassee discussed. ñHolder billsò explained. Letôs make 

ñStiffer Penaltiesò a reality! Dave Murzin spoke about the importance of votersô registration, the challenges 

lawmakers are facing, education and health care. 

 

State Rep report: NCOM is May 9, 2010. Weôre donating $50. It is their 25th anniversary! Leadership training 

discussed. Liability insurance forms and waivers must be signed. Many sport bike ñclubsò want their own 

ABATE chapters. Details and further information within. Bike tickets should soon be turned in. 

 

Newsletter Report: Money for advertising turned in.   

 

Old Business: Biker Ball (party at the hotel the night before) May 22, 2010. Feast on the Beast in Leather and 

Lace. (Motion by LaRosa, secôd by Punkin carried by majority for food at Tallahassee to be provided by the 

chapter). Bike Week, Bike tickets, patches, NCOM, and June state meeting discussed. 

 

New Business: The Gulf Coast Riderôs Meeting being held on January 17th to plan events for the upcoming 

year.  There was discussion of moving the Toy Run to the second weekend of December.   

 

Good of the Order: Christmas Party was rained out (for some). New Years Party at EJôs and Punkinsô. Sparky 

or Electric Marvin for Marvin Mobley? Majority: Electric Marvin!!! Dream Cycles has 40% of their jackets! 

(limited time). ñSatch has our voiceò and is doing a great job! Satch recognized for his excellence and dedica-

tion. 

Door prizes, 50/50 drawing 

Adjourned at 12:20 pm Motion by Roy, Seconded by Christine. 
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